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The Pallister government is failing Manitobans on the most important issues jobs, the environment, health, Hydro and education. The PCs appear to have no
plans of their own, and often no plan at all.
Manitoba should be focused on investment and growth, but this government is
focused on cuts and freezes. The Pallister government won’t invest a dollar to
save two, or make three.
Cuts don’t build roads, cuts don’t treat diabetes or addiction, and cuts don’t
create good jobs or build strong Manitoba businesses. It all takes investment.
Two and a half years into their mandate, the Pallister government has been
unable and unwilling to deliver on basic and long-promised plans. When they
claim to have a plan, they are simply adapting existing plans that did not work
under the NDP.
This inability to plan is having a lasting and damaging impact on all Manitobans.
In 2016, the government announced they would run seven consecutive deficits
without a plan to balance the budget. The result was a credit downgrade. In
2017, the province’s credit was downgraded again because the government did
not have a plan to improve revenues: instead promised to proceed with tax cuts
that would undermine the province’s revenues, especially in the event of an
economic downturn.
The credit rating for Manitoba was downgraded because, in the words of a
Standard and Poor's analyst, the Pallister government is sending a message that
they are “unwilling or unable” to pay their bills. Higher interest payments on over
$40-billion in government and Hydro debt is the result.
This lack of confidence in Manitoba has been further undermined by the Pallister
government’s inability to deliver on long-promised plans on economic growth, its
about-face on the carbon tax, as well as multiple conflicts with partner
governments and organizations.
One provincial dollar cut may lead to four dollars in lost investment. It means lost
jobs, lost wages, lost opportunities and lost revenue for government.
This government still has the opportunity to change course and
make things better for all Manitobans.
Dougald Lamont
MLA St Boniface
Manitoba Liberal Party Leader
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STRENGTHEN GOVERNMENT REVENUES
WITH GROWTH AND INVESTMENT, NOT CUTS
GROW THE ECONOMY TO HELP BALANCE THE BUDGET
It is absolutely critical to have a plan for increasing government revenues, and not
just for more cuts, in order to weather potential downturns and to improve the
province’s credit rating.
In February, we asked the previous Finance Minister to be more honest about the
Province’s budgets. The Pallister government has effectively been running two
sets of books: false spending promises to look moderate to the public, while in
reality forcing cuts of 10%-15%. These cuts of $200-million or more to health care
are then presented as “in-year savings”.
This is not truthful accounting, and the reality is that these costs are being moved
off the government’s books onto Manitobans who can least afford it - families,
patients, students, seniors.
More cuts will only further weaken Manitoba’s economy.
Manitoba families cannot keep up with the increasing costs, and income
stagnation leads to less provincial revenues and a province that also cannot keep
up.
What is required is a strong economic plan that focuses on good local jobs that
pay liveable wages and spurs strong economic growth in Manitoba.
Wage freezes and austerity are not how to grow an economy. Declaring that slow
growth is the new normal is not the way to direct change.

WHAT IS NEEDED TO ACHIEVE THIS:
Honesty in Budgeting: We must end the practice of over promising budget
commitments, then immediately demanding across-the-board 15% cuts.
Match Funding: Guarantee “double your money or more” by ensuring the
Manitoba Government contributes where matching funding applies. $1 in
provincial funding can be doubled or tripled.
Restore funding for Manitoba Businesses looking to start-up or scale-up.
The Government should launch a review into revenues lost due to tax
avoidance and tax evasion.
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START INVESTING IN PREVENTION TO HELP KEEP
MANITOBANS HEALTHY AND INDEPENDENT

Since 2016 the Pallister Government has cut $6.7 million or 87.8% from primary
healthcare which is how our provincial health system keeps Manitobans healthy
longer.

These life-saving programs help keep people from requiring crisis intervention
like emergency room visits, heart attacks and strokes, mental health and
addictions crisis, amputations and many others.

Primary care is the frontline and first point of contact for many Manitobans and
the health care system. It is where doctors and nurses can spot warning signs of
a serious health problem and steer patients towards health.

Instead of getting ahead of the problem and investing in preventing diabetes,
heart attack, stroke, amputations, and kidney failure, the PCs have focused on
treating complications when things have already gone seriously wrong.

By better detecting and preventing diabetes and its complications, we can
prevent unnecessary suffering on the part of patients. Fewer complications will
significantly lower health care costs.
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START INVESTING IN PREVENTION TO HELP KEEP
MANITOBANS HEALTHY AND INDEPENDENT

MENTAL HEALTH & ADDICTIONS
Meth addiction is a fast-moving epidemic and the Manitoba government is stuck
reacting in slow motion.
We haven’t heard a word on prevention from the Pallister government
All of the emphasis has been on dealing with people in the throes of full-blown
addiction, with no emphasis on prevention.

USE THE $12.8 MILLION IN LEGAL CANNABIS REVENUE TO
FUND:
A province-wide public awareness prevention program for adults and youth.
Create drug stabilization units so people can detox in a safe, secure setting.
Provide transitional housing with mental health supports.
Work with the Federal Government and municipalities on longer-term housing
so addicts can stay clean and resume independent lives.
Expand harm reduction across Manitoba.
Work with municipalities to fund diversion and employment programs in
communities to prevent youth from ever taking meth in the first place.
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START INVESTING IN PREVENTION TO HELP KEEP
MANITOBANS HEALTHY AND INDEPENDENT

DIABETES
Pallister’s cuts to Manitoba’s special drugs program is forcing some Manitobans
with diabetes to choose between insulin and bankruptcy because of new costs
that are not covered by Manitoba's pharmacare program.
Untreated diabetes can lead to blindness, stroke, heart disease, amputations and
further catastrophic complications. The Canadian Diabetes Association estimates
that by the next provincial election in 2020, Diabetes will cost $639 million and
will affect 10% of Manitobans. Mortality and disability costs account for 83% of
this number.

USE FEDERAL HEALTHCARE FUNDS TO:
Create public awareness programs around diabetes prevention.
Restore the special drugs program and other measures that provide life-saving
drugs, including insulin, CPAP machines, cystic fibrosis medications.
Fund the provision of insulin pumps and make insulin test strips more
affordable or free.

There are currently 377,000 Manitobans living with diabetes
or prediabetes (representing 27 per cent of the population)
with direct cost to our health-care system of $132 million
this year alone.
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START INVESTING IN PREVENTION TO HELP KEEP
MANITOBANS HEALTHY AND INDEPENDENT
GREATER INDEPENDENCE & SUPPORT FOR SENIORS
Manitoba can reduce disability and encourage independence for Seniors by
restoring recreation programs, ensuring that public transportation is affordable,
and make sure that Seniors can access social and recreational opportunities.
These investments improve the quality of life for seniors while lowering long-term
costs.
Over 15% of Manitobans are 65 years or older and it has been projected this will
increase to 17.8% by 2020 and 22.1% by 2038.
Research suggests that if we could increase older adults’ activity level by one
social activity, we could reduce the proportion of people with Activities of Daily
Living (ADL) disabilities from 38% to 21.7%.
Put another way, for every 7 older adults who increase their social activity level,
one person would remain disability-free within about a 5-year time frame. The
potential cost savings of enhancing social participation and consequent health
benefits should be explored.

WHAT IS NEEDED TO ACHIEVE THIS:
Restore and enhance seniors recreation programs.
Create and ensure safe and affordable housing.
Enhance home care programs for all Manitoba Seniors.
Ensure that seniors can access medication.
Work with municipalities to promote and support urban planning that
encourages easy access to amenities and recreational opportunities for seniors
through affordable transit, walkable communities.
Investments in new and renewed local community recreational infrastructure.
A commitment to enacting “barrier-free” standards, which will benefit seniors
with disabilities as well as persons with disabilities of all ages.
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INVEST IN OUR CHILDREN'S FUTURE

EDUCATION
Education has a very large return on investment to economies. A happy
educated workforce attracts and keeps successful businesses.
The Department of Education should be redeveloping and improving curriculum
for our K – 12 students to ensure that students are receiving the best education in
both English and French.
French language education has also been hit hard by Pallister, with cuts to the
Bureau de l'éducation française and the removal of French Deputy Ministers.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE:
The Pallister government needs to immediately cease their plans for getting
rid of or amalgamating school boards. There is little evidence that
amalgamations will save money or improve education, and considerable
evidence that it will be more expensive while eliminating worthwhile special
programs.
We need to restore and enhance the Bureau de l'éducation française to ensure
that our French language students are receiving the best education available
in K - 12 and Post-Secondary.
Restore funding to post-secondary bursaries.
Consult with Manitoba teachers and parents to ensure that our students are
given the tools they need to succeed.
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PREVENT A DEBT CRISIS FOR MANITOBA
AND MANITOBA HYDRO

STOP TREATING HYDRO LIKE AN ATM

Hydro’s efforts to prevent a debt crisis through massive rate increases will raise
the cost of living for individuals and families, and the cost of doing business delivering a double blow to both private spending and the economy.

Cost overuns and transmission lines are not the only reason for Hydro's debt. In
2017/18 the province took $383-Million dollars in fees and taxes from the Crown
Corporation, a practice that has been going on for years.

The Government can and must address this issue. Manitoba Hydro can build up
its own capital without damaging rate hikes, provided the government stops
undermining Hydro’s finances and ends the practice of transferring government
debt to Hydro.

By providing a more honest accounting of the debts and obligations of the
Province and Hydro, it would avert a debt crisis as well as unaffordable rate hikes,
and reduce the likelihood of further credit downgrades which will harm all
Manitobans.
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RECONCILIATION WITH INDIGENOUS LEADERS AND COMMUNITIES

On too many issues, the Manitoba Government has failed to pay even basic
courtesy and respect to Indigenous communities - whether First Nations, Métis,
Inuit, or non-status.

Many difficult issues could be resolved simply by communicating with
communities in a respectful way.

The Pallister government, like many before, believe that they have no
responsibility to work with Indigenous communities and prefer to dictate and
undermine instead of having any meaningful consultation on issues that affect
not only these communities but all of Manitoba.

The Pallister Government has spoken at length about a framework for
consultation but we have yet to see it materialize.

We can only work towards better outcomes for First Nations communities in
Manitoba if we are all working together.

We need to ensure that Indigenous Manitobans always have a seat at the table
and that all government policy development uses a cultural analysis lens lead by
First Nations.
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TOUGH NEW ETHICS GUIDELINES FOR MANITOBA POLITICS

There is currently no way for an elected official to be removed or punished for
bad behaviour. Manitoba's Conflict of Interest laws are the weakest in Canada.
There is no independent investigation mechanism for the Manitoba Legislature
and municipalities to investigate complaints of harassment and bullying, and no
way to penalize elected officials who are found guilty.
In 2017, a resolution to protect politicians from workplace bullying passed at the
AMM convention with approval of 91% of voting members.
In the legislature, Manitoba Liberal legislation to make it law was voted down by
the Pallister Government.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE:
Create an Independent Integrity Commissioner with powers of investigation
and enforcement for conflict of interest and harassment complaints involving
MLAs as well as municipal officials.
Passage of new Conflict of Interest & Harassment Legislation effective before
the next election.
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STOP HIRING CONSULTANTS FROM OUTSIDE OF MANITOBA

SPEND LOCAL
In the past two years the Pallister government has spent $16 million dollars on
consultants to draft plans for Manitoba, yet less than 2.7% of those funds went to
Manitoba based companies or consultants.
The Pallister government has made it clear that it has no intention to support
local workers and businesses.
Changes to procurement and tendering practices tend to look only at the project
bottom line, preferring to hire cheaper out of town contractors, and ignore the
economic benefit of hiring Manitoba companies.
The impact of local spending is clear. U.S. studies have shown that spending
$100 at a locally-owned independent business returns $45 to the economy, while
spending the same at a chain returns $13 and spending online returns $1 (with
local delivery).
We have plenty of qualified individuals here at home and we need to invest
Manitoba’s money in Manitoba.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE:
End the practice of contracting to out-of-province consultants with no skin in
the game.
Establish procurement that takes local economic benefits into consideration.
Allow for local businesses to bid on and supply to the Manitoba Government.
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CLIMATE CHANGE PLAN

Putting a price on pollution is the most effective way to reduce emissions but it
isn’t a magic bullet. The point of carbon pricing is to get people to find new and
innovative ways to avoid paying it.

Manitoba requires a comprehensive approach to not only reduce our emissions
but create carbon sinks to become a carbon net negative province and lead the
country in innovative ways to reduce and store C02. Without concrete plans,
and without targets and timelines, we can only expect the issues we are facing
as a planet to become worse.

Manitoba Liberals will be releasing a detailed Green Plan
for the province to achieve these goals shortly.
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