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March 29, 2022 
 
Dear Premier Stefanson, Minister Gordon & Dr. Roussin,  
 
On behalf of the Manitoba Liberal MLAs, we are writing to ask that Public Health and the Provincial 
Government immediately reinstate basic pandemic precautions in order to reduce cases and save lives.  
The decision to dismantle Manitoba’s covid response is leaving us all flying blind. Without accurate, 
timely information, neither public health, the government, or citizens will be able to respond to changes 
in infection rate.  
 
W have received complaints from citizens across Manitoba, including people in rural areas who cannot 
access PCR tests. A person in Gimli had to drive to Selkirk, a person in Melita could not access tests in 
Brandon. PCR tests are critical to measuring test positivity as well as for individuals who need to prove 
they were infected with Covid who experience long-term symptoms.     
 
The new Omicron variant, BA.2, appears to be more infectious than the last, and authorities and experts 
have made it clear: infectivity trumps lethality. Even if half the percentage of people who are infected die, 
if five or ten times as many people are infected, the death toll will be higher. Even so-called “mild” cases 
of covid can result in long-term and debilitating health problems, many of which are not fully understood.  
 
We are asking for the immediate instatement of:  
 
• Daily updates to the Covid Dashboard 
• Daily reporting of wastewater testing for viral load 
• Improved access to PCR tests whose results are reported to public health, not just at-home tests 
 
Further, we ask that you: 
 
• Launch a campaign to encourage booster vaccinations and mask use, and 
• Make masks freely available for people to wear 
 
We know from the first wave of Omicron that new variants can result in re-infection, both in people who 
have had covid before, as well as people who have been vaccinated.   
 
We are very concerned that unless you change direction, there is a real and dangerous risk that we will 
see yet another surge in cases that will once again be overwhelming Manitoba’s health system, resulting 
in unnecessary deaths, preventable disability through long covid, and more delayed surgeries.  
 
We want to be clear: lockdowns are a sign of failure. Dr. Tara Moriarty of the U of T has written, “There is 
so much evidence that it's uncontrolled waves themselves and not restrictions that are economically 
harmful.” The only way we will be able to manage is with accurate information. Please ensure this 
happens.  
 

Sincerely,   
 
 
  
 
Dougald Lamont,   Cindy Lamoureux,  Dr. Jon Gerrard 
MLA St. Boniface   MLA Tyndall Park  MLA River Heights 


