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We’ll Get Through This - Together
To Recover from the Pandemic, We Need to Become
more Self-Reliant as Communities, and as a Province

T

o everyone who has worked so
we didn’t leave anyone behind.
hard and has stepped up to make
This pandemic has revealed
life easier for the people in your care
problems that have been festering for
during this tough time - thank you
a long time. We’re too dependent on
for your hard work and sacrifice.
fragile supply chains and unreliable
You had to step up, because the
access to critical goods and services.
PCs sure didn’t. I was shocked when,
We need to do more than go back
as Omicron cases skyrocketed into
to a “normal” that wasn’t working
the thousands, the Premier said,
for too many Manitobans - we need
“This virus is running throughout our
to take a look at what’s wrong and
community and it’s up to
do what we can to make
Manitobans to look after
We want to things right.
themselves.”
All of a sudden, these
build a stronger, problems are out in the
To everyone who has
more self-reliant open. They were bad
lost a loved one to covid,
our condolences.
before the pandemic - that
Manitoba
As leaders, we have a
is not a “normal” we want
responsibility - that the
to go back to.
strong come together and shelter and
That means investing in selfprotect the vulnerable.
reliance - whether it’s health care,
I am proud of the work that Jon,
food, manufacturing, or services. We
Cindy, myself, and our staff pulled off.
can build it here.
We brought in changes to policies and
You deserve better. We’re working
legislation that helped feed and care
to deliver it for you every day.
for people.
Our goal was always to make sure
		
-Dougald Lamont

WE’RE LISTENING -

Dr. Jon Gerrard
MLA River Heights

STANDING
with YOU
Manitoba Liberals always try to
balance criticism with suggestions,
policies and plans that often end up
getting picked up by government.
In the pandemic, we’ve:
Protected Businesses
• Added new jobs to the Risk
Recognition program
• Won enhanced protections for
business
Support for Front Line Workers
• Called for Transit Workers &
Police to be made a vaccine
priority
• Secured Hotel Spaces for Health
Care Workers
Support for Those in Need
• Protected medical benefits for
people with disabilities on social
assistance
• Improved supports for Early
Childhood Education
• Extended services to protect
children aging out of care
• Succeeded in making K-12 online
courses free
• Distributed computers to
children in need
Education
• First to launch an anti-Bill 64
sign campaign with a call for a
referendum
• Supported a fair deal for profs
during the U of M strike

manitoba.liberals@leg.gov.mb.ca

Dougald >> dougald.lamont@leg.gov.mb.ca • Jon >> jon.gerrard@leg.gov.mb.ca • Cindy >> cindy.lamoureux@leg.gov.mb.ca

CLEARING THE SURGICAL BACKLOG

Over 150,000 surgeries & procedures need to be addressed

By Dr. Jon Gerrard, Manitoba Liberal Health Critic and MLA for River Heights
One of the single biggest reasons
for the backlog is the nursing
shortage. To attract more nurses
and to retain those working
now, there needs to be a major
effort to provide better working
conditions for nurses. This includes
better work-life balance and less
mandated overtime.

I

n June, 2021, just as Manitoba’s
third wave of Covid was receding,
Doctors Manitoba asked the
Provincial Government to strike
a task force to deal with an evergrowing backlog of surgeries
and tests - over 100,000. The
PC Government did nothing for
months, as the backlog grew by
nearly 50%.
While provinces like BC started
to plan to clear their backlog
after the first wave of COVID back in 2020, the PCs sat on their
hands until the fourth wave was
underway.

Don’t Wait: Send People for Care,
While Rebuilding
We want the provincial
government to set out a plan
to restore Manitoba’s capacity
to care for its own in the public
health system within 12 months.
Manitobans who need procedures
during the 12-month rebuilding
period should be offered the option
of travelling to other provinces for
care or as a last-ditch measure, the
U.S.
To Clear the Backlog - Lift the Cap
on Key Procedures
One of the reasons that we all
have to wait for cataracts and hip
and knee replacements is that
under the PCs and the NDP, they
limit how many operations can be
performed! No wonder we have
wait lists.
Manitoba Liberals have been
calling on governments to lift the
cap on the number of hip and knee

replacements and eye surgeries to
address the backlog for years. It has
to happen for us to catch up.
Make Sure No One is Left Behind
We need a “health equity fund”
that will cover costs of travel for
patients and family members who
cannot otherwise afford to travel.
It should also help compensate
people who left the province before
the PCs started the task force.
Truth in Wait Times
There also needs to be truth in
reporting on wait times. Currently,
many wait times are defined as the
time between a surgeon scheduling
a procedure and the procedure
itself — usually a few weeks,
whereas real-world wait times
are in the months or years. More
accurate reporting would be the
way you experience it as a patient from diagnosis to resolution.
We can’t let people suffer in the
short term, and we need to ensure
our public health care system can
provide for everyone.
Manitoba is a place where great
things have happened, do happen
and can happen - and investments
in health care pay back with longer
lives and greater health. It’s not just
a cost, and we need to remember
that.

We Need an Independent Seniors’ Advocate
by Cindy Lamoureux, Manitoba Liberal Seniors
Critic and MLA for Tyndall Park

M

anitoba would greatly benefit from a Seniors’
Advocate. For those who are not familiar, a
Seniors’ Advocate would be a non-partisan person
who would work with government to ensure all
Seniors’ right and needs are met. They would be
available to answer questions and access resources
that will enable and encourage the health and wellbeing of our seniors. As the seniors’ critic and with
a background before politics in long-term care, I
am very aware of how many Seniors’ are being left

behind in home care, and health care in general. We
need to ensure the government is held to account
with concrete recommendations from a nonpartisan, independent Seniors’ Advocate.
We’ve been calling for a Seniors’ Advocate since
2016, when I first put the idea forward for Manitoba
in the legislature. Right now, there is nowhere for
Seniors to turn - and we know from the pandemic
that there is a lot of work to be done to ensure that
seniors are living with independence and dignity.
Let us know if you support a Seniors’ Advocate!
E-mail: cindy.lamoureux@leg.gov.mb.ca

Reconciliation: Making Things Right

ABOVE: In October, 2020, Dougald & Jon each fasted
for 24 hours to protest the PC decision to keep
$338-million that Manitoba governments seized from
First Nations children in the custody of CFS for years,
and grant themselves immunity from lawsuits! The PCs
& NDP both did it, blamed each other, and have never
apologized. We are the only party to say to give it back.

Above: Cindy Lamour
eux and the Manitoba
Liberals were the fir
st party to support ca
lls
from Indigenous peop
les for Manitoba to
commemorate Truth
and Reconciliation on
September 30.

By Dougald Lamont, Manitoba Liberal Leader and MLA for St. Boniface

W

e are starting to grapple with
some of the dark chapters of
Canada’s history.
I love Canada, and I love
Manitoba. It can be painful to
read about the injustices that have
happened, and that are often still
happening, in a country where so
many of us have enjoyed freedom
and opportunity, but where First
Nations have been treated unfairly
and their culture was outlawed.
For decades, First Nations
children were taken away from
their parents and forced to go to
residential schools, while their
parents were forced to stay on their
reserve. Imagine being a parent
whose child was taken away at the
age of four.
There would be no children at all
in the community. Imagine being a
parent and learning that your child
had died, and had been buried in a
graveyard built next to the school,
because so many children were
dying, especially of tuberculosis (TB).
A government doctor wrote about
this 100 years ago, and called it a
“national crime” because the federal
government was spending money

to successfully treat TB in cities,
but were ignoring it at Residential
Schools.
One of the requests of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission
was an apology from the Pope and
the Catholic Church, which ran
many of the schools for the Federal
Government.
Last June, after the discovery of
the unmarked graves at Kamloops, I
wrote a letter to Archbishop Albert
LeGatt, of St. Boniface, asking to
meet about an apology - and found
that he was already ahead of me. He
is deeply committed to recognizing
the truth, and to healing through
forgiveness, and making things right.
He has shown true moral leadership
that deserves to be recognized.
Msgr Legatt and I also had a
meeting with former National Chief
Phil Fontaine, who was set to travel to Rome to meet with the Pope
before Omicron.
Reconciliation is really about
finding a better way to live together.
It is an opportunity for all of us in
reaching out to our relations and
finding a new path to healing and
forgiveness.

Msgr LeGatt, Archbishop of St.
Boniface, and Dougald Lamont
talking about a Papal apology.

Above: In 2020, when the pandemic
threatened Manitoba’s freshwater
fishery, Dougald Lamont worked
with Manitoba MPs to persuade
the Federal Government to buy
$10.8-million of frozen fish, which
was given for free to 75 First Nations
communities and allowed 3,000
people across the West get back to
work.

We Cannot Surrender to a Convoy of Conspiracy
What happened to the PCs as the Party of Law and Order?
By Dougald Lamont, Manitoba Liberal Leader and MLA for St. Boniface

L

ike so many Manitobans, I was
shocked by the behaviour at
illegal “occupation protests” that
have taken over cities across Canada,
including Ottawa, downtown
Winnipeg, and blockades at border
crossings and hospital access on
highways.
It is certainly easy to sympathize
with people who are fed up with the
stress and pain of the pandemic.
People have been hurting. We all
have.
However, a main reason for the
protestors’ “passion” is that they
have been convinced of a series of
scary conspiracy theories, with just
enough facts to seem true and feel
convincing - but are dangerously
wrong.
We need to understand these
conspiracies, because many people
have been radicalized by them,
and people have been dangerously
misled about covid, vaccines, masks
- even the constitution. The people
who are convinced can be perfectly
kind and intelligent, because the
people pushing the conspiracies
are prominent and charismatic
“influencers”.
Many in the protests have
been convinced, by discredited
researchers and self-appointed
experts, that the vaccines can kill
you or make you infertile, when we
know from all the evidence - studies
and millions of vaccinations - that
vaccines save lives and help keep you
healthier. Vaccinated couples have
conceived and had perfectly healthy
babies.
When the vaccines were developed
so quickly, people worried it must
have been rushed - but it’s because
our technology has improved so
much that vaccines can be developed
fast, without cutting corners.
Boosters are needed, not because
the vaccines got weak, but because
Covid keeps changing - from Delta
to Omicron and so on.
The PC government should have

always been communicating that
these are safe, tested and effective
vaccines that will massively
decrease your chances of catching,
sharing, or dying from Covid.
Instead, PC Ministers and even
the Premier always focused on
how important it was to be able
to refuse it. Why give people the
impression that it’s a good idea to
refuse something that can save
your life and protect others?
Vaccination will not make you
invincible or give you immortality.
Risk and immunity isn’t like an on/
off switch, it’s like a volume knob.
Boosters turn up your immunity.
No human invention in history
has saved more lives than
vaccines. If you think you’ll take
a chance with covid, your chances
with vaccines are many orders of
magnitude better. It will improve
your chances of staying out of
hospital, and help stop the spread.
Covid is so infectious that
spreading it is as easy as breathing.
No one had immunity to it at first
because humanity has literally never
been exposed to it before.
Scientists and doctors are learning
about covid just a little faster than
the rest of us. The real experts aren’t
“changing their stories” - they’re
learning and as new information
comes in, they’re changing direction
and letting you know, because that’s
the honest and responsible thing to
do. It is not a contradiction to correct
yourself in a shifting crisis.
Research clearly shows that
masks, distancing, even lockdowns
- prevented countless deaths
especially by giving everyone more
time to get vaccinated.
The courts have supported these
measures. It’s not about religion,
because covid doesn’t know whether
it is in a long term care facility, or a
church, or a synagogue, or a mosque,
or a temple, or a casino, or a child
care centre.
Because of their belief in these

Above: The PCs haven’t been
straight with Manitobans about
the protest - even sending a
letter to the Prime Minister
demanding action - and then
telling Manitobans the Federal
Government wasn’t needed.
conspiracies, protestors feel they are
justified in taking over Ottawa and
demand that the democratically and
freely elected government of Canada
be overthrown.
This is an assault on democracy,
the rule of law, and reason.
Conservatives have reinforced this by
offering moral support and political
cover to things they must know to be
false - based on science and the law.
We are being divided because
people are peddling easy but false
and dangerous answers to people
who just want their lives back. These
influencers are demonizing the very
people whose actions have helped
save lives - doctors, nurses, public
health officials.
We may have many perspectives,
but there is only one reality - and in
a crisis, the truth matters more than
ever.

